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UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI

Design update, ideas and sourcebook

design
SHAKESPEARE’S GARDEN

Dramatic transformation
To mark the 400th anniversary of 

William Shakespeare’s death, the 

garden on the site of New Place, the 

house in Stratford-upon-Avon he 

bought in 1597, has been given a 

contemporary redesign by theatre 

designer Timothy O’Brien and Chris 

Wise of Expedition Engineering, 

working with Gillespie Landscape 

Architects. The house itself was 

demolished in the 18th century, but its 

original footprint has been outlined in 

bronze in the design. Slatted timber 

and bronze gates on the site of the old 

gatehouse provide a new entrance to 

the garden, and a raised linear bed links 

the entrance to a stage-like circle of 

pleached hornbeams. Beyond this,  

a restored Knot Garden leads to the  

large Great Garden. It is expected  

to open at the beginning of July. 

shakespeare.org.uk 
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WINDOW DRESSING
Arthur Jack & Co has added an elegant window 
box to its range of hand-crafted galvanised steel 
planters and water butts. Decorated with 
distinctive Tudor rose detailing, the box has 
adjustable legs for sloping surfaces and will look 
great on an older property. Available in two sizes – 
85cm x 15cm and 110cm x 15cm – it comes with 
an optional tray to catch drips and costs £170 or 
£185. Tel 01299 827059, arthurjack.co.uk 

RESTORATION

University challenge
Historic gardens surrounding one of the University of Bristol’s halls 

of residence, Clifton Hill House, are getting a makeover, thanks to  

a £35,000 funding boost from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The  

new design, by Nicola Greaves, will have a naturalistic feel, with a 

wildflower meadow and woodland walk. The Palladian-style house, 

completed in 1750, is one of the most important surviving examples 

of work by the architect Isaac Ware. For information on the garden 

and volunteering visit universityheritagevolunteering.org.uk
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design update

AWARD

Out to impress
A German building, which serves as a car port in winter and a 

loggia in summer, was recently named Outbuilding of the Week 

by online gardening magazine Gardenista. Designed by Wirth 

Architekten, the ingenious structure has been largely made 

using recycled materials, such as clay bricks recovered from a 

farmhouse destroyed by fire, and has wide doors made out of 

oak from a tree felled by lightening. gardenista.com  
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Notebook
•  The Outdoor Office, a  

joint design by finalists of  

the Young Designer of the 

Year, will form part of the 

RHS London Spring 

Extravaganza, showing how  

plants can be used to liven 

up office spaces. 1-2 April, 

Lindley Hall and Lawrence 

Hall; 10am-5pm. rhs.org.uk

• The Roof Gardens in 

Kensington High Street, 

London, is hosting a talk  

by Nigel Dunnett on the 

re-planted roof gardens  

at the Barbican and the 

planting of Queen Elizabeth 

Olympic Park. 17 April, 

9am-12pm. £10 for 

members of the Gardening 

Club, £15 non members. For 

tickets email gardeningclub 

@roofgardens.virgin.com  

• Discover Angela  

Conner’s large-scale  

kinetic sculptures in a new 

interactive book Angela 

Conner (Elizabeth Beecher 

Publishing, £5.49), which 

features videos that bring 

the works to life. Available 

from the iTunes store.   

• Landscape historian  

Dr Oliver Cox will be 

speaking on the subject of 

Clumps and concrete:  

300 years of Lancelot 

‘Capability’ Brown at the 

Royal Geographical Society, 

London on 26 April, 7pm. 

£20. Tel 020 7251 8142,  

capabilitybrown.org

• The remarkable Garden  

of Cosmic Speculation 

designed by Charles Jencks 

and the late Maggie Keswick, 

at Portrack House, 

Dumfriesshire, will open for 

Scotland’s Gardens and 

Maggie’s Cancer Care 

Centres on 1 May, 12pm-

5pm. Tickets at the gate 

only. scotlandsgardens.org
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REDEVELOPMENT

Pooling resources
Water management is at the heart of plans by landscape architects Tredje Natur to re-landscape 

Enghaveparken in Copenhagen. The Danish capital flooded badly in 2011 and 2014, and new plans 

will help the public park adapt to the effects of climate change. A dyke will run round the perimeter, 

filtering water around the park and into 100 nearby community gardens. Sunken spaces, which can 

be used for sports when it is dry, will act as temporary pools when it rains. tredjenatur.dk

FUNDRAISING

Artful recreations
In around 1750 the actor David Garrick gave 

his friend William Hogarth a pair of elegant 

lead urns for his new home. Now the William 

Hogarth Trust is offering high-quality 

Jesmonite replicas of the urns to help fund a 

new exhibition garden and learning centre at 

that house. The urns, decorated with swags  

of fruit and lions’ heads, once topped the gate 

piers of the Grade I-listed house in Chiswick 

where the painter and his wife lived from the 

1750s. The replicas, which stand 81cm high, 

cost £895 each, plus delivery, and are available 

from the Trust. Email info@williamhogarth 

trust.org.uk for more information.

HOUSE PROUD
Let your greenhouse take pride of 
place with this smart, hi-tech 
version from Cultivar. It combines 
sophisticated ventilation, glazing 
and fixtures with engineered 
Accoya timber and aluminium in a 
clean design. Prices start at £4,000; 
staging and shelving optional.  
Tel 01829 720059, cultivar.com


