
Michael Watkins, a colleague of Wyndham Westerdale writes: 

WYNDHAM JOHN WESTERDALE BA, BAc (Hons), DipArch, MA, GradDipCons(AA), RIBA SCA 

Polymath, Archivist and much qualified Architect 

Wyndham Westerdale was a private and in many ways solitary man. Many of his friends and colleagues 

knew little of his early life, so I am indebted to Vince Hayes, a family friend for these nuggets which follow: 

In 1943 ABS Royce Edward Westerdale was at home in Nottingham on shore leave from Louis 

Mountbatten's flagship HMS Glasgow, when his cousin, Lois Freeman, and her younger sister, Barbara, had 

arrived on a family visit from Yorkshire. Soon after the end of the war, Royce and Lois married and ten 

years later baby Wyndham arrived. 

As Wyndham grew, many a school holiday was spent visiting grandparents in Earlsheaton in Dewsbury. He 

said that on Easter visits he always knew on the drive north when they had left Nottinghamshire and entered 

his beloved Yorkshire as the grass banks on the roadside would suddenly be full of daffodils in bloom. 

Wyndham’s parents retired to the village of Lower Cumberworth in Yorkshire. By this time Wyndham had 

commenced his architectural education, studying for the degree of Bachelor of Science with Honours in 

General Architectural Studies at the University of Bath during 1974 to 1978. This was followed by his year 

out at John Osborne Partnership, Birmingham. Upon successful completion of his work experience his 

education continued with his Post Graduate Diploma at Portsmouth Polytechnic 1979-81, where he received 

a commendation for his Dissertation entitled Urban Defences the historical development of urban 

fortifications and their influences on urban form. 

Wyndham’s lifelong interest in the philosophy, technology and practice of building conservation led him to 

study for the degree of Master of Arts in conservation at Manchester University, during 1981 to 1983. 

His working life continued at the London Borough of Newham 1983-87, the Inner London Education 

Authority 1987-89 and at Crampin Pring architects, 1989-98. 

Wyndham joined Acanthus Architects LW in 1998, became an Associate in 2002 and a Principal in 2004. 

On Acanthus’ merger with Scott Brownrigg in 2019, he took on the role of Technical Director. 

Wyndham was a Specialist Conservation Architect (SCA) on the RIBA Conservation Register and was 

actively involved with many groups concerned with architectural history and conservation, including the 

Twentieth Century Society, the Georgian Group, the SPAB and the Vernacular Architecture Group. 

Projects of note included: 

Hogarth’s House, Chiswick: the repair and conservation of the early 18th century Grade I listed home of 

the artist William Hogarth 

The Watchtower, Hendon Aerodrome: the dismantling and reconstruction of the Grade 2 listed control 

tower built in 1915 by Claude Graham-White, one of the early pioneers of British aviation. 

The Hertford Brewery,: the preservation, adaptation and conversion of the Grade II listed Victorian 

Brewery 

 Wyndham was the ‘go to’ person for all things technical - the difficult junction, the historic detail, the 

specification predicament. His advice would be sought, he would consider, sigh, loud and very, very long, 

but always help. He was a true polymath with a genuine interest in the pursuit of knowledge. Always 

inquisitive, a collector of books, a keen photographer of sites and buildings of architectural interest, and an 

archivist. 



We were fond of Wyndham. At the shout of ‘Cakes in the kitchen’ a rumble akin to a herd of wildebeest 

thundering across the Serengeti heralded the arrival of ‘the big man’. He was not a cook, though certainly a 

gourmet (but not seafood), with a fondness of ice-cream with a Cointreau sauce, and a connoisseur of gins. 

I remember a Christmas party, it must have been seven or eight years ago. It was a bring-your-own 

foodstuffs from the land of your birth event. We were a multi-national office, and much the better for it. 

Wyndham went the whole hog! On the day of the party a large parcel arrived from Toppings, a family run 

business, based in South Yorkshire, famed for their speciality pies. These were made to Maggie Toppings' 

unique recipes taking inspiration from the Victorian and Tudor eras and using only the best ingredients from 

British quality-assured pork and locally shot game. An acquired taste perhaps. A bit like Wyndham, and 

absolutely fabulous! 

We were saddened when Wyndham told us of his cancer and its prognosis. We admired his stoicism and 

determination to carry on regardless. He dealt with it totally in character,doggedly and stubbornly, 

surpassing the 4 months' prognosis by a further half a year. 

Wyndham enjoyed travel, foreign climes, customs and places of historic and cultural value. His retirement 

plans were not to be. Covid restrictions were not a help. He did however manage one final trip in September 

2021, catching the night train to Scotland, then ferry to Iona to visit Fingal’s Cave on nearby Staffa. This is a 

sea cave made of hexagonally joined Basalt columns, a little like the Giant's Causeway, and accessed by a 

walkway of fractured columns just above the high water mark. In my mind’s eye I can see him now, 

rucksack overladen with reference books and camera equipment, yomping steadfastly to his destination. 

Wyndham was cremated on Monday 11 July at Beckenham Crematorium attended by family, friends and 

colleagues. His ashes are to be placed in a memorial wall at Grenoside Crematorium near Sheffield, South 

Yorkshire adjacent to his parents at the spot he arranged. 

Michael Watkins 

Wyndham John Westerdale, Archivist and Specialist Conservation Architect. Born 23 October 1955, Died 3 

May 2022 

 


